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TRANSCRIPT
I am a Canadian, but I was raised in California. I had just gotten out of high school in 1968 and there were no jobs. And I was still living at home. And it came to a point where I had to move on. There were no jobs and I had no choice. So, I decided to join the Army.

I had no relatives that were really in the military at the time. As for family, they were totally against me joining the Army. So I had no support, of my family. I joined for two years. I was in Fort Knox, Kentucky for one year. I went home on a leave, came back after 30 days, and I had orders for Vietnam.

I was scared. But in the same sense, I had a job to do, it was a matter of just… survival, and doing what I was trained to do. We would be in the bush for three weeks at a time. I lived out of a tank. We had no showers. We had no laundry facilities. It was very barbaric during that period. And it was a matter of survival. We had enlisted to do a job. Not necessarily because of Vietnam or what goes on in today’s life… [but] it’s a job that we, ourselves, choose to do. 
It was a very political war at that time. But in my eyes, during that period, I was protecting the South from the North, and Communism. And because of that, I felt it was warranted. And I still believe that today. During that period in Vietnam, I met very many friends. In fact, we became family. And I will never forget that. To this day, they’re in my heart. And I do have still some Veterans that I do associate with, that I was with in Vietnam. And it’s very important to me. 

I think at the time, me being so young – I was just turning 20 when I went to Vietnam – I was still at a learning age. I went into adulthood very harsh. And because of that I value what I have today, and I look at it as Vietnam being a good thing for me. As a human being, I look at people different. I have more respect for people… for what they do – be it war… or any job. I value that a lot.

I believe the [Armed] Forces are good for any teenager, be it male or female, because of the values they teach you. I highly respect all that and I think it’s important. It’s a good learning period. You have to remember we’re not always in war. I’m involved with the cadets here in Windsor, and I think it’s a very good learning process for our teenagers to be involved with so they understand the ‘other part’ War itself, it’s not good. We know that. But at times, that’s the only way that [things] can be resolved.
