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TRANSCRIPT

My brother was in the US Army, My uncle was in the Canadian Air Force… and I had been, during high school, in the cadet corps, and went to Camp Ipperwash during the summer months, for training. Then I was with the Essex and Kent Scottish for two years. I loved the military part of it in my life, and I decided to join [the US Army].

I only had six months left to go in the service and my tour was up. That’s when I got my orders. I was actually home on leave visiting my wife who just gave birth to our first child. Then I got my orders to get back to camp, that I was gonna be deployed to Vietnam. It was scary. 

I was with the first cav, the first air cavalry division. When we were deployed, we were the first unit to go to Vietnam. When I was there – and of coure I was there at the very early onset of the war in late ’65 – it was not the big bombing raids at that time. We were guerilla warfare more-so than when… ’68, 69, 70… and the bad times were going on. 

We thought we were doing the job… we thought the cause was right at the time. Vietnam got to be a very ugly war... a very political war… mainly because the powers-that-be in Washington wouldn’t let the Generals in the field do their jobs. That was basically the problem. 

The Vietnamese people were beautiful people. The country is just gorgeous. Gary (Deschaine) and I are wishing we could go back there and visit the country, because it is a very beautiful country. Some of the people that we met were so special to us. Our comrades, our tent-buddies, bullet-buddies… whatever you wanna call them. They mean so much to us. And of course, the memories of the people we lost… including the 118 Canadians that were killed over in Vietnam. 
With my deployment time, going across the ocean and everything, by the time I got there I only had four months left to serve. So, I was one of the lucky ones. I didn’t have to serve my full tour. 

There was about 40,000 Canadians that served in the American Armed Forces during the war. Now, they didn’t all go to Vietnam… they went to Germany, Korea, and were deployed all around the world. But there were over 40,000 Canadians that served. 

Our group (Canadian Vietnam Veterans Memorial Assocation) is associated with the Royal Canadian Legion. We’re a big part of the Windsor Veterans Memorial Services committee here in the city. We do dignified funerals for our World War Two, Korean, and Vietnam Veterans, who are currently passing away at an alarming rate. We offer our services to the families. Since June 1st last year we’ve done 51 funerals already. As of this morning, 257 Veterans have passed away since June 1st last year. So, we’re very active. I’m the president of that association and we’re very active in the Veterans’ movement here in the city.
